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Does this understanding change your view of the church? If so, how? 
How might this understanding influence how you approach your commitment 

and responsibility to the local church? 

PRAY that God reveals any negative attitude which you have toward His church. 
ASK Him to fill you with love and passion for His church. PRAY that we, at JW, 
continually seek to make the bride of Christ beautiful and that as we serve her 
together, Christ would be glorified and honored within our community and beyond.

Day 4
READ Acts 28:17-31 and Acts 1:8.

THE CHURCH OF GOD WILL GO ON WITHOUT HINDRANCE. 

How might this truth make us complacent and possibly entitled as Christians? 
What happens when we harden our hearts? 

As we consider the blessings we've been given at JW - the incredible power of God 
revealed through changed lives - we can easily become satisfied or complacent. 
That attitute can signal the beginning of a hardening of our hearts. The church 
of God will go on, but it's our choice to be used by Him. 

PRAY for us as a church at JW. PRAY for each individual given as a gift to JW. 
PRAY for our pastors, overseers, and every leader. ASK God to fill us with the 
resolve to rise to the NEXT LEVEL to which He calls us. PRAY we won't be satisfied 
or settle for complacency... that we may hold fast to God as He shapes and uses 
us to make things better as we build His Kingdom in our hearts, this community, 
and beyond.

Day 5
READ Acts 28:31, Malachi 3:10, and Proverbs 3:9-10.

As you consider your commitment to the NEXT LEVEL at JW, pray not whether 
you'll participate, but rather that the Holy Spirit would show the commitment 
He calls you to make. As we move to the NEXT LEVEL, individuals will be called 
to step into leadership, to engage in small group and community life, and to find 
a place of service and impact. Our hands and feet are vital to this call. Individuals 
and families will also be called to commit financially. This call is for everyone. 

READ Malachi 3:10 and Proverbs 3:9-10.
This is God’s only command in which He challenges us to test Him: 

If you haven't taken the step toward obedience by giving a tithe (10%) 
of your income to the local church, what hinders you from doing so? 

Will you trust God and take the steps needed in order for you to begin giving? 

What God can do with 90% far exceeds what we alone can do with 100%. 
TAKE a step today toward obedience in tithing. If you're already doing so, 
the NEXT LEVEL calls you to give sacrificially above and beyond the tithe. 
ASK God to reveal what He wants you to give. Prayerfully SEEK Him to guide you. 

PRAY: Father, may we as your church be found faithful in our giving. 
May we give our lives, our service, our finances. Allow us to give with grateful 
hearts and joy as we anticipate what You're going to do in, through, and among us.

NEXT LEVEL
WE ARE THE CHURCH

DAY 1
READ Acts 16:6-10.

As you read the verses, THINK about your own life before hearing God’s Story of the 
Gospel... before the Story came your way. 

Can you relate to the Macedonian in Paul’s vision? Why or why not?

Dependent on the Holy Spirit to lead them, Paul and his companions received and 
obeyed the direction given by God, which resulted in the gospel being preached to 
you and me. Their obedience brought us the Story. DESCRIBE what this means to you.

How has your life been changed with the opportunity 
for your story to connect with God’s Story? 

With the Holy Spirit's leading, to whom could you bring hope through God’s Story? 

THANK God for those who came before you and for their obedience to preach and 
spread the Story of Christ. PRAY for those who lack the hope of Christ in their lives. 
PRAY for a willing heart, as well as ears to hear and obey the Holy Spirit's prompts.

Day 2
READ Hebrews 12:1-3.

We've walked through the NEXT LEVEL message series together. As a church we 
now take up the NEXT LEVEL challenge. We look ahead and see “the race marked 
for us” over the next three years. Whether we rise to this challenge is dependent on 
each one doing his/her part. Scripture teaches that God gives each of us gifts then 
gives each of us as gifts to the local church. Our gifts only find their full power when 
integrated into the church. 

Does this change your view of the role of the local church 
and your personal responsibility to it? If so, describe.

ASK God to reveal in what way(s) He desires to use you at JW. PRAY for wisdom to 
identify your next step toward that commitment. ASK God to reveal any hindrance 
in the way to fully embracing and engaging in the life of the church.
 

If you've been coming to JW for a while, 
but haven’t fully entered into community life and service, will you take that step? 

Day 3
READ Revelation 19:6-8.

In our modern culture, it may be difficult to think about Christ as the Bridegroom
and us, His church, as His bride. IMAGINE the ancient context which the bridegroom 
and bride represent. The bride was a gift of great worth, beauty, and honor to be 
bestowed upon the bridegroom. The groom was blessed simply by her presence. 
With this context, RE-READ Revelation 19:6-8. WE are the bridal party who attends 
the bride by preparing and making her beautiful for her beloved groom. WE are 
privileged to serve and give our gifts to the bride (the church). This is how we make 
her ready for her presentation to Jesus Christ. How we view and treat the church is 
how we treat the bride of Christ. 


